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Plan

• Choose the right dominant color for your website and 
brand.
• Combine complementary colors to create your perfect 

color scheme.
• Choose a background color that works for you.
• Use color in the correct places on your website – like a pro.



How color can 
improve your website 
and brand identity
Did you know the decision of Coca-Cola to use red as their brand 
color was not accidental?

The color red serves two critical purposes:

• #1 The fire engine red allows Coca-Cola to stand out from 
their competitors on store shelves;

• #2 Every color has different feelings or emotions attached to 
it. When people see the color red, it triggers emotional 
responses like excitement, boldness, love, and passion. These 
are precisely the feelings that Coca-Cola wants you to 
associate with its soda.

Source: www.coca-colacompany.com

https://www.websitebuilderexpert.com/designing-websites/how-to-choose-color-for-
your-website/

http://www.coca-colacompany.com/
https://www.websitebuilderexpert.com/designing-websites/how-to-choose-color-for-your-website/


Some statistics…
When you pick the right color for your website, you are doing so much more than just make it 
look appealing — You are creating a memorable brand.

• 85% of shoppers place color as a primary reason for why they buy a particular product.

• 80% increases in brand recognition when using color. Brand recognition directly links to 
consumer confidence.

Source: Kissmetrics

https://blog.kissmetrics.com/color-psychology/


3 steps to using color on your website 
– the right way

There are 3 main colors you need to consider when you are 
designing your website:

1. Choosing a dominant color as your brand color
2. Choosing 1 to 2 accent colors to create a color scheme for 
your website
3. Choosing a background color to complete your design



1. Choose your Dominant Color

• The dominant color is your brand color – like the fire engine red 
for Coca-Cola.
• This color will help bring out certain emotions or feelings when 

people arrive on your website – just like passion, excitement, 
boldness and love for Coke.
• This is the color that you want your audience to remember 

when they think of you.
• If you already have a logo, make sure one of the primary colors 

of your logo is using your dominant color
• However, if you don’t have a dominant brand color in mind yet, 

go to the next slide to pick one



Meaning of Colors: 
How to choose the 
right color for you

Different colors have the abilities to 
attract specific types of shoppers, 
and can even alter consumer 
behaviors.

Source: Kissmetrics

https://blog.kissmetrics.com/color-psychology/








Understand how color affects emotion











If you’re not quite sure yet

That just means you should take some time to reflect on your 
brand and the type of customers you want to attract.

• Are you trying to attract younger, more energetic customers? 
• Or sophisticated individuals with more disposable income?
• Are your products / services catered to male or female? 
• Are they more suitable for a certain age group?

Not all colors are right for your business. For example, if you are selling yoga mats, 
using purple (wealth, royalty) or black (power, luxury) might not be the best choices. 
You might want to consider using green (health, tranquility), gray (simplicity, calm), 
blue (peace, calm) or even red (passion, energy).



The Differences Between Guys & Girls 
– Their Color Preferences

• Source: Infographic: How Colors 
Affect Conversions & Gender and 
Color

https://blog.kissmetrics.com/how-colors-affect-conversions/
https://blog.kissmetrics.com/gender-and-color/


The Differences Between Guys & Girls 
– Their Color Preferences

• Source: Infographic: How Colors Affect 
Conversions & Gender and Color

https://blog.kissmetrics.com/how-colors-affect-conversions/
https://blog.kissmetrics.com/gender-and-color/


Consider age group



Consult the color wheel

• https://neilpatel.com/blog/website-color-scheme/

https://neilpatel.com/blog/website-color-scheme/


How you use color for your 
brand or products / services, 
can also be influenced by what 
emotions your target audience 
is drawn to.

• If you want to attract people who 
identify with nature and tranquility, 
use green. 

• If you want to attract those who want 
to be seen as youthful or optimistic, 
try yellow. 

• If your target audience wants to be 
seen as powerful or luxurious, try 
black.



How to use your 
dominant color 
on your website

Only use your dominant color in a 
limited number of places where you 
want your website visitors to pay 
attention to, or if you want your 
visitors to take certain actions

Source: Wix.com



2. Choose your 
accent colors

How to use a color matching tool to 
help you select your accent colors

• Once you have your dominant 
color, it’s really easy to find your 
accent colors by using color 
matching tools like Adobe Color 
CC tool.

https://color.adobe.com/


How to use your 
accent colors on 
your website

Source: Wix.com



3. Choose your website background 
color
In a very similar way, the background color of your 
website depends on what you want your visitors to focus on.

Type #1 – Content Intensive Information Websites & eCommerce
Websites

Type #2 – Corporate / Business Websites

Type #3 – Stylish & Creative Websites that are Graphic Intensive



Type #1 – Content Intensive Information 
Websites & eCommerce Websites

Food Blog (pinchofyum.com)
eCommerce Website

(stikwood.com)
eCommerce Website 

(drinksoma.com)

The focus is on the content or products, rather than the design of the website. The background
color is only a backdrop to help make the content more visible and readable.



Type #2 –
Corporate 
/ Business 
Websites
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Promoting a Brand



Type #2 –
Corporate 
/ Business 
Websites
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Promoting a Service



Type #3 – Stylish & Creative Websites 
that are Graphic Intensive

theeddynyc.com

cafefrida.ca

studiolovelock.com

gillemore.com



Palette outline: The 60-30-10 ratio

• https://dribbble.com/stories/2018/12/19/choosing-colors-for-web-design-a-practical-ui-color-application-guide

https://dribbble.com/stories/2018/12/19/choosing-colors-for-web-design-a-practical-ui-color-application-guide


Color inspiration

• https://dribbble.com/stories/2018/12/19/choosing-colors-for-web-design-a-
practical-ui-color-application-guide

https://dribbble.com/stories/2018/12/19/choosing-colors-for-web-design-a-practical-ui-color-application-guide


Some related materials

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ojqC5hW1zO0

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_2LLXnUdUIc

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sByzHoiYFX0

• https://www.websitebuilderexpert.com/designing-
websites/criteria-to-choosing-website-template-design/
• https://neilpatel.com/blog/how-colors-affect-conversions/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ojqC5hW1zO0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_2LLXnUdUIc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sByzHoiYFX0
https://www.websitebuilderexpert.com/designing-websites/criteria-to-choosing-website-template-design/
https://neilpatel.com/blog/how-colors-affect-conversions/


End of Lecture


